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Ban computers from schools until children reach age 9, says expert 
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Children should be banned from using computers in schools until they are nine-years-old because the early use of technology is destroying their attention spans, a leading expert said yesterday. 

The controversial Early Years Foundation Stage, which sets dozens of learning goals for children from their first year to the age of five, says that computers should be introduced from 22 month Photo: GETTY
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By Julie Henry, Education Correspondent

7:00AM BST 13 Jun 2010

The premature introduction and overuse of technology is damaging young children whose brains are not yet fully formed, according to Dr Aric Sigman, a psychologist and author. 

As a result, the "nappy curriculum" – the statutory rules introduced in 2008 which dictate that toddlers should be introduced to computers as early as 22 months of age – is "subverting the development of children's cognitive skills". 

Speaking to a conference of childcare specialists yesterday, the academic said children needed to use the three dimensional, real world to learn. 

"There is evidence to show that introducing information and communication technology (ICT) in the early years actually subverts the very skills that Government ministers said they want children to develop, such as the ability to pay attention for sustained periods," said Mr Sigman. 

"There is a conflict between multitasking and sustained attention. These things cannot and should not be developed at the same time. Sustained attention must be the building block. 
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"The big problems we are seeing now with children who do not read, or who find it difficult to pay attention to the teacher, or to communicate, are down to attention damage that we are finding in all age groups." 

The controversial Early Years Foundation Stage, which sets dozens of learning goals for children from their first year to the age of five, says that computers should be introduced from 22 months and that from 40 months children should be able to "perform simple ICT functions, such as select a channel on the TV remote control and use a mouse and keyboard to use age-appropriate software". 

Primary schoolchildren have at least one ICT lesson a week and computer use is widespread in other subjects. 

Research evidence on the effect of ICT on children's learning, social development and health is mixed but the debate is becoming increasingly polarised. 

In the US a number of studies show that age-appropriate software can bring benefits in areas like language development. 

Other research suggests that prolonged television and computer viewing stunts brain development. 

Mr Sigman said that while screen technology can be an important tool in learning, it should feature in schools much later than it does at the moment. 

"It must be introduced and used judiciously at much later ages – ideally at least age nine – or it can subvert the development of the cognitive skills and curiosity it was intended to foster and enhance," said the author of Remotely Controlled: How Television is Damaging Our Lives. 
"We risk infantilising the child's mind by spoon-feeding it with strong audio-visual sensations." 

The psychologist dismissed arguments used by some academics and the education technology industry to justify exposing very young children to computer use. 

"The rationale behind it is that children are interested in these things and that it is the world that children are growing up in. Therefore we must have them getting to grips with it at 22 months," he said. 

"Children might be interested in alcohol, hand guns and pornography – that doesn't mean we should give them access to these things. 

"Just because children are interested in something, it does not mean by any stretch of the imagination, that it is in their interests to expose them to these things. 

"Children may well be good at using technology but monkeys can learn to use new technology, it is not necessarily something to strive for in itself." 

The Qualifications and Curriculum Development Authority is responsible for advising and assessing schools on the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). However the quango is set to be abolished. 

The coalition government is reviewing which of its functions should be passed on to the Department for Education. Before the election, the Liberal Democrats said they would scrap the nappy curriculum. 

Nick Gibb, the Conservative schools minister has described it as a "bureaucratic nightmare". 

A Department for Education spokesman said: "No decision has been made yet on the future of the EYFS. Ministers are looking carefully at how best to strengthen the early years framework. 

"We're clear about the need to cut bureaucracy to free-up front line professionals in supporting young children's development." 
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Home computers 'harm children's test results'
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Parents who buy computers for their children may be damaging their exam results, according to new research. 

The study suggested that computers could provide a distraction for schoolchildren as they spend hours socialising with friends and playing games. Photo: PAUL GROVER
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By Graeme Paton, Education Editor

21 Jun 2010

Access to PCs and high-speed broadband can lead to a decline in test scores among young people, it was claimed. 

The study suggested that computers could provide a distraction for schoolchildren as they spend hours socialising with friends and playing games. 

Technology can also lead to a widening gap in education standards between rich and poor pupils as parents from working-class households are less likely to monitor computer use. 

The conclusions – in research by academics from Duke University in the United States – comes despite increased access to PCs and other technology such as TVs, DVDs and games consoles in the home. 

More than nine-in-10 secondary school children in Britain currently use a computer for their homework and earlier this year Labour pledged to give 270,000 lap-tops to low income families. 
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Nurseries 'teaching children using computers'

Traditional play is being sidelined as growing numbers of nurseries teach young children using computers and state-of-the-art whiteboards, according to research. 




By Graeme Paton, Education Editor

01 Jun 2010

Nurseries attached to state schools are much more likely to expose under-fives to modern technology, it was disclosed, despite fears that it undermines children’s long-term development. 

According to figures, the vast majority of nurseries in schools now spend less than half of the week on conventional play-based activities. 

Researchers suggested that the trend was driven by Labour’s “nappy curriculum” which must be followed by all schools, nurseries and childminders. 

Under the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), children are supposed to hit a series of targets covering literacy, numeracy, problem-solving and social interaction by the age of five. 

But critics claim that it is too restrictive and forces children into inappropriate early learning before they are ready. 
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Parents pressured by 'must have' culture

Parents are fuelling a “must have” culture among children by lavishing them with the latest gadgets and electronic devices, it is claimed today. 




By Graeme Paton, Education Editor

13 May 2010 

Many mothers and fathers believe they are “failing as parents” if they are unable to provide state-of-the-art computer games, televisions and toys for sons and daughters, according to a leading headmaster. 

In many cases, families also feel pressured to enrol children into “every conceivable club or after school activity that is available” to fill up their time, said Graham Gorton, chairman of the Independent Schools Association. 

But he warned that the move risked undermining “precious family time”. 

The comments come just weeks after a teachers’ leader claimed that middle-class parents were fuelling bad behaviour among their children by attempting to “buy” their affection with expensive gifts. 

In a speech to the association’s annual conference today, Mr Gorton said: “Over recent decades we seem to have created a ‘must have’ culture amongst our young people. 
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Primary school children will learn to read on Google
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Computing skills will be put on an equal footing with literacy and numeracy in the biggest overhaul of primary education for more than 20 years. 

Children will be taught to read using internet search engines such as Google and Yahoo in the first few years of school Photo: GETTY

By Graeme Paton, Education Editor 

30 Apr 2009

Children will be taught to read using internet search engines such as Google and Yahoo in the first few years of school, it is announced on Thursday. 

They will be encouraged to put "keywords" into websites to navigate online articles and blogs as digital media is given similar prominence to textbooks and novels. 

Pupils in English primary schools will learn to write with keyboards, use spell-checkers and insert internet "hyperlinks" into text before their 11th birthday under the most significant reform of timetables since the National Curriculum was introduced in 1988. 

The review by Sir Jim Rose, former head of inspections at Ofsted, also recommends the use of Google Earth in geography lessons, speadsheets to calculate budgets in maths, online archives to research local history and video conferencing software for joint language lessons with schools overseas. 

His report, which will be accepted in full by ministers, also proposes more IT training for teachers to keep them ahead of "computer savvy pupils". 

